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Information Skills Training

BULLETIN

Welcome to all new and returning
research students and staff. The
Library is here to support you
throughout your research career at
The University of Manchester, so
please do contact us if you have any
questions or comments.

There are various training
opportunities taking place in the
Library during this semester. It is easy
to book through My Manchester or

the Library’s website. You can keep up
to date with the training that we offer
using twitter and all of our training
materials, such as slides and handouts,
are available on our blog.

Sam Aston and Steve McIndoe

jrul.researchers@manchester.ac.uk
twitter.com/jrulresearchers
www.wordpress.com/jrulresearchers
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‘You have one new message.' A short
while ago this notice led me to open
an email reminding me to renew my
Zetoc list. I first heard about these lists
during a Library training session a year
ago. They provide you with alerts
about new issues of your favourite
journals.

Since I started my PhD in the History
of Medicine in January 2010, I
became a regular at the Library’s
training sessions. I attended relatively
generic sessions on searching for
literature and avoiding information
overload as well as more specialised
sessions on topics such as British
Parliamentary Papers and social and
economic data.

Of course, participating in these
training sessions takes time and I
readily admit that some courses
turned out to be more relevant to my
own research than others. However, I
consider the Library’s training sessions
a worthwhile investment of my time.
They are always focused and are set

up to get you started. Additionally,
you receive useful handouts, which
enable you to explore the topic in
more depth after the session.

As a person who did not grow up in
Britain, I found the session on
Parliamentary Papers particularly
helpful, because it provided me with
insight into the various types of
documents available and the digital
resources for accessing them. If I had
tried to find this out on my own,
rather than attending this one-hour
session, it would have taken much
longer! The same holds for the
Advanced EndNote session. I had
taught myself how to use this
reference programme in the past, but
this meant that I had never had a look
at the more advanced - and really
practical - features that are included in
this software package.

The Library’s training offer is diverse
and I have seen a few new courses
appearing over the past year, such as
the Emerald Publishing workshop

which I attended last March. I have
always found the trainers very
enthusiastic, approachable and willing
to answer questions relating to the
research projects of the participants.

To sum up, I would certainly
encourage new and continuing
postgraduate students to check the
Library’s training offer and to join in. I
hope you get as much out of the
sessions as I did!

Ellen van Reuler
Postgraduate Researcher

One new message:
experiences of a PhD student Sam and Steve

It’s easy to nake an appointment to
see your Faculty Team Librarian when
you need assistance with information
management issues. Name and
contact details are available from our
website.

www.manchester.ac.uk/library/
academicsupport/subjects

Subject support
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Seminars for researchers
Intellectual property and your research, Thursday 24 November, 10am-12pm
This short introductory session on how IP should be considered is led by Heather Thompson from University of
Manchester Intellectual Property.
Emerald; Author workshop,  TBC
Emerald the publishers are visiting with a new presentation covering writing skills for publication. 

Training sessions
Book a place on any of these sessions via My Manchester.

Spotlight on:
Measuring your research performance
Measuring research performance is a
two hour face-to-face training course
that is intended to inform you about
the tools that are available to you in
measuring the impact of journals and
journal articles using citation counting.
This interactive session will provoke
some thought about what citations
can be used for, as well as
demonstrate to you how Scopus and

Web of Science can be used to
identify journal impact factors and
individual’s ‘h’ index. The session is
mostly suited to those working in the
sciences, where journals are the
primary form of scholarly
communication, and less so for those
in the arts. This may be useful for
those who will be involved in the
REF 2014.

Beginners reference management with Endnote
for chemists

Wednesday 5 October

Beginners reference management with Endnote
for chemical engineers

Wednesday 12 October

Beginners reference management with Endnote:
Faculty of EPS

Thursday 27 October; Wednesday 23 November

Beginners reference management with Endnote Friday 14 October; Friday 28 October; Friday 18 November

Beginners reference management with Endnote:
Faculty of MHLS

Thursday 13 October; Tuesday 25 October;
Thursday 10 November; Wednesday 16 November

Beginners reference management with Endnote:
Faculty of Humanities

Tuesday 20 September; Thursday 29 September;
Thursday 13 October; Tuesday 25 October

Advanced Endnote Friday 9 December

Measuring Research Performance Wednesday 30 November

Keeping up to date using Zetoc Wednesday 26 October; Friday 25 November

Avoiding information overload Thursday 17 November; Tuesday 18 October

Looking for: Archives, manuscripts and printed
books in Special Collections

Tuesday 15 November

Looking for: Electronic journal articles 
Wednesday 19 October; Thursday 27 October;
Wednesday 9 November; Wednesday 30 November

Searching literature with Scopus
Wednesday 19 October; Wednesday 23 November;
Wednesday 7 December

Searching literature with Web of Science Wednesday 26 October; Wednesday 9 November

Lunchbite: Keeping up to date using RSS feeds Thursday 10 November

RSS Drop-in Wednesday 16 November

Blogs and Blogging Wednesday 30 November

“I had already spent a lot of time on my own trying to work out how to access the journals,
but the training showed me better ways of doing this and also gave me more information
about where to look for research material.”

LLooookkiinngg  ffoorr::  EElleeccttrroonniicc  jjoouurrnnaall  aarrttiicclleess

This short session is perfect for those
new to research and The University of
Manchester. The session focuses on
how to locate journals that the Library
makes available in an electronic
format and guidance is given on how
to conduct a literature search in four
easy stages.

Looking for:
Electronic journal
articles


